
 

PORTION OF DRAFT CHAPTER 26 RELATED TO NON-MOTORIZED USE OF 

RECREATIONAL TRAILS 

 

Reminder- Chapter 26 is a County Wide Ordinance! 

 

26.05 NON-MOTORIZED USE OF MOTORIZED RECREATIONAL TRAILS 

Due to safety concerns with non-motorized uses on motorized recreational trails, non-motorized use of 

trails will be regulated on motorized recreational trails unless trails are determined to be safe for non-

motorized uses. Non-motorized use of MRV routes is only limited by state regulations for public 

roadways. 

 

1. PEDESTRIAN USE OF MRV TRAILS No person shall walk, ski or snowshoe on any MRV trail 

within Vilas County, when such trail is officially open, unless that person is the landowner, has 

permission from the landowner or is authorized by the public entity managing the lands of which 

the trail crosses. On County lands, MRV trails open to pedestrian use will marked with a 

pedestrian sign. 

 

2. BICYCLE USE OF MRV TRAILS No person shall operate any bicycle on any MRV trail within 

Vilas County when such trail is officially open, unless that person is the landowner, has 

permission from the landowner or is authorized by the public entity managing the lands of which 

the trail crosses.  Under the Chapter E-bikes are considered URV which are excluded from MRV 

trails. On County lands, trails open to bicycle use will marked with a bicycle sign. E-bike use on 

County lands require a permit from the department. 

 

3. EQUESTRIAN USE. No person shall utilize equestrian transportation on any MRV trail within 

Vilas County unless that person is the landowner, has permission from the landowner or is 

authorized by the public entity managing the lands of which the trail crosses. On County 

lands, motorized trails open to equestrian use will marked with an equestrian sign or shared 

use sign.  Motorized traffic may also have posted speed limits within shared use trail areas. 

 

• The properties in green on the attached map are County Lands 

 

• Motorized Trails in red on the map cross lands not under control of the County and are 

dependent upon trail club agreements with landowners. County cannot authorize other uses on 

these trails and there is no insurance coverage for the landowner for other uses. 

 



 



PORTION OF DRAFT CHAPTER 16 RELATED TO EQUSTRAIN USE OF RECREATIONAL 

TRAILS 

 

 

Reminder- Chapter 16 is the Ordinance and regulates use of the County Forest Lands! 

 

 

18) EQUINE TRANSPORTATION. No person shall ride a horse or other equine in any recreation facility, 
with the exception of the Equestrian Campground on River Road.  Equine use may be authorized in 
other facilities for events and under approved permits. Use of wagons, carts or attachments to animals 
is limited to roadways open to motor vehicles. Equine use is allowed on all lands outside of posted 
facilities unless posted closed to equine use. Equine users shall retain all responsibility of use of 
animals and for potential of equine disturbance from other authorized users. 

 

• Under the draft of Chapter 26 if approved, on County lands, motorized trails open to 

equestrian use will marked with an equestrian sign or shared use sign. Most trails with the 

shared use are already posted with the shared use sign as shown below: 
 

 

 

 

• The properties in green on the attached map are County Lands and covered under Chapter 16- 

Forestry, Recreation and Land Ordinance. 

 

• Motorized Trails in red on the map cross lands not under control of the County and are 

dependent upon trail club agreements with landowners. County cannot authorize other uses on 

these trails and there is no insurance coverage for the landowner for other uses. 

 



 



 

 


